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United Electric celebrates 
National Co-op Month
By Brenda Swartzlander

From the President & CEO

BEING PART of a cooperative means 
being part of something special. United 
Electric Cooperative, along with 
40,000 other cooperative businesses 
serving more than 120 million people 
nationwide, is celebrating National 
Cooperative Month in October. 

While most businesses are profit  
motivated, cooperatives are driven by 
the needs of their local members.  
Cooperatives, such as United Electric, 
are not-for-profit, and our main goal is 
to provide our members with the  
essential electric service they need at the 
lowest possible cost. Rural America is 
served by a network of just over 1,000 
electric cooperatives. Most of them were 
formed in the 1930s and 1940s to bring 
electricity to farms and rural commu-
nities that large, investor-owned power 
companies had no interest in serving 
due to the higher costs involved in serv-
ing lower-populated areas.

History lesson
Most people know the story of 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
creation of the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA), but many don’t 
know the story of the first administra-
tor of REA, Morris Llewellyn Cooke. 

In 1935, Cooke became REA ad-
ministrator and emphasized the use 
of science to improve workflow and 
efficiency with rural electrification. His 
biggest impact was on distribution line 
construction. For rural electrification 
to be successful, Cooke had to lower 
the costs of constructing power lines. 
Common practice at the time was to 

construct short spans of wire between 
bulky poles. In rural settings, however, 
longer spans, lighter poles and smaller 
transformers could be used to lower 
the costs for the rural American farmer. 
By Cooke’s death in 1960, 9 out of 10 
farms had electricity. 

The seven co-op principles
At United Electric, our goal is to 

serve our members with integrity and 
dedication. These core values are what 
drive our employees to achieve excel-
lence in serving our members. 

In addition to our own cooperative’s 
values, United Electric adheres to the 
same seven principles all cooperatives 
follow. While we set aside the month of 
October to celebrate what it means to 
be a member-owned cooperative, these 
seven principles remain strong and 
form what we believe to be the corner-
stone of service to our members: 
k   Voluntary and open membership — 

Cooperatives are voluntary organiza-
tions, open to everyone who is able to 
use their services and willing to accept 
the responsibilities of membership.

k   Democratic member control — 
Cooperatives are democratic organi-
zations controlled by their members, 
who actively participate in setting 
policies and making decisions.

k   Members’ economic participation 
— Members contribute equitably 
to, and democratically control, the 
capital of their cooperative.

k   Autonomy and independence —  
Cooperatives are autonomous organi-
zations controlled by their members.
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Let’s 
celebrate 
apples
By Glenn Schuckers

Rustic Views

APPLE-LICIOUS: These Jonathan apples are 
a bit tart, but have a nice flavor, especially for 
cider and pies.

HAVE YOU ever thought of all the 
ways apples get into our lives? Let’s 
take a moment to think about that 
since this month will mark National 
Apple Day, which falls this year on 
Friday, Oct. 21. I will mark that day by 
sleeping in, having apple pie for break-
fast, an apple cobbler for lunch and 
a candy apple for dinner, all washed 
down with a big glass of apple cider. 

Seriously, apples have always been 
an important part of American culture. 
Somewhere along the line, someone 
decided Eve offered Adam an apple 
and that led to their exit from the 
Garden of Eden. Obviously, that apple 
was something Adam could not resist, 
and apples have been part of our lives 
ever since.

Early settlers in America were hard 
pressed to have dependable, safe 
drinking water, so the obvious choice 
was to drink cider. It was that need 
for cider that led John Chapman, alias 
Johnny Appleseed, to head out across 
the country to plant apple seeds. More 
about that later. It was also that need 
for cider that led about every commu-
nity in colonial America to have a cider 
press. After grinding whole apples 
into a sort-of mash, the settlers would 
transfer them to the press, squeeze the 
juice out of the ground-up fruit and 
pour it into barrels.

As a teenager, I vividly remember 
hauling apples from dad’s orchard to a 
press in nearby Corsica to make cider. 
It was under a roof in the middle of a 
cow pasture. The shelter was open on 
all sides and had a large grinder next 
to the press. The grinder was powered 
by a gas engine, and the press was 
powered by a mule that walked in a 
circle, turning a screw that pushed 

down the top of the press. The cider 
ran into a trough under the press 
and then was pumped into barrels on 
dad’s truck. If the whole thing sounds 
a little less than sanitary by today’s 
standards, it was. But then, life has not 
always been as clean and sanitary as 
we insist on it being today, and nobody 
I know suffered from drinking the 
juice.

We always did our best to make sure 
the barrels we used were clean, rinsing 
them out with lots of water after the 

cider was drained. But the big danger 
was fermentation, since the sugar in 
cider will convert to alcohol fairly 
quickly. There was no real refrigeration 
then, and we stored the barrels in the 
basement of the barn, which was par-
tially underground and usually about 
50 or 60 degrees. Nonetheless, there 
was always some fermented residue in 
the barrels once they were empty, and 
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the best way we had to sanitize them 
was to burn strips of sulfur inside and 
then rinse them out again. 

So it was a need for cider that led 
Johnny Appleseed to travel the country-
side, first visiting the cider mills to get 
bags of seeds and then tramping off to 
sow the seeds close to the homesteads 
he found in his travels. The surprising 
thing was the trees he planted grew big 
enough to produce edible fruit — think 
rabbits, deer and other animals that 
feast on young trees.

Maybe “edible” is the wrong word. 
The simple fact is they would have 
been “wild” trees since planting seeds 
from a Macintosh apple will not pro-
duce fruit like the ones planted then. 
All the apples we have today are from 
trees that were grafted to roots that 
grow from seeds. Nurseries use twigs 
from known varieties and graft them 
onto the roots that grow from seeds. 
The trees that grew from Johnny’s 
seeds most likely would have been 
somewhere between sour and bitter 

with a few here and there bearing what 
we think of as edible apples.

But they were suitable for produc-
ing apples that could be ground up 
and used for cider, and that was the 
important thing. 

Along with cider, apples have 
become so popular in our society 
we think about them without really 
thinking about them. The apple of my 
eye … as American as apple pie … an 
apple a day keeps the doctor away … 
one bad apple spoils the whole bushel 
… Adam’s apple. No one ever said one 
bad plum spoils the whole bowl.

When we had the orchard in com-
mercial operation, we had about  
17 different varieties, from the trans-
parent and Lodi in late July to the 
winesap and Rome beauty in late fall. 
Now, I see varieties I have never even 
heard of, and I’ve heard there are more 
than 100 different kinds grown in 
America. I am not sure why we need 
that many different kinds of one fruit, 
and I’ll bet that if five different kinds 
are peeled and put on a plate side 
by side, most folks won’t know the 
difference. 

Our family always had its favorites, 
and none of them were any of the 
“sweet” ones, like red delicious. My 
own favorite was always the old-fash-
ioned northern spy, but that was just 
for eating and baking into a dumpling. 
They were a little tart, and the pickers 
and I both disliked the fact that they 
had such tender skin. Just picking 
them and putting them in a basket 
could leave a bruise, and they were 
always susceptible to showing a calci-
um deficiency with little brown spots 
under the skin.

None of the apples, now or then, 
were perfect in every way, which may 
be why people are still producing new 
kinds. But that, to me, is the way of 
nature. I have always said that nature, 
like me, is not perfect. If anyone is 
looking for the perfect apple, I wish 
them good luck, but I’ll be content 
to celebrate National Apple Day this 
month with the biggest northern spy I 
can find … baked in a dumpling and in 
a bowl with whipped cream on top. a
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k   Education, training and information 
— Cooperatives provide education 
and training for members, elected  
representatives, managers, and  
employees so they can contribute  
effectively to the development of 
their cooperatives.

k   Cooperation among cooperatives — 
Cooperatives serve members most 
effectively and strengthen the cooper-
ative movement by working together.

k   Concern for community — While 
focusing on member needs, coopera-
tives work for the sustainable devel-
opment of their communities.

Until Next Time,

Brenda


